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�,�I���W�K�H���P�X�O�H���Z�L�O�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���R�X�U���F�X�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���U�R�X�Q�G���S�H�Q�����L�Q��
�W�K�H���D�U�H�Q�D���D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���U�L�G�L�Q�J���E�H�K�L�Q�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�L�P�D�O�����E�X�W���Q�R�W���L�Q��
�I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���D���J�U�R�X�S�����W�K�H���P�X�O�H���L�V���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���X�V���K�H���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H��
�F�X�H�� �������� �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���� �6�R���� �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�� �W�K�H�� �F�X�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �D�J�D�L�Q�� �X�Q�W�L�O��
�\�R�X���J�H�W�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����W�K�H�Q���W�U�\���D�J�D�L�Q��

If we want to teach a mule to ride out in front of the group 
�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���D�V���Z�H���W�H�D�F�K���D�� �P�X�O�H���W�R���O�H�D�Y�H���K�L�V�� �E�X�G�G�L�H�V���� �Z�H���Z�L�O�O��
need the help of a friend and their mule. See the July 2010 
issue of Mules and More���R�U���Y�L�V�L�W���P�\���Z�H�E���V�L�W�H���Z�Z�Z���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G-
�F�U�H�H�N�P�X�O�H�V���F�R�P���I�R�U���P�\���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���W�L�W�O�H�G���´�%�X�G�G�\���6�R�X�U���0�X�O�H�V���µ

�$���J�U�R�X�S���F�D�Q���E�H�����������P�X�O�H�V���R�U���W�Z�R���P�X�O�H�V�����V�R���\�R�X���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U��
partner can make up a group of riders. Start with your part-
�Q�H�U���U�L�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���\�R�X�����7�K�H�Q���E�R�W�K���U�L�G�H�U�V���U�L�G�H���W�K�H�L�U���P�X�O�H�V��
in a circle in opposite directions. This will separate the two 
�P�X�O�H�V���I�R�U���D���V�K�R�U�W���W�L�P�H�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���F�L�U�F�O�H�����\�R�X�U���P�X�O�H���L�V���Q�R�W��
following the other animal for a short time. This is our start-
�L�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W���D�Q�G���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���E�X�L�O�G���I�U�R�P���K�H�U�H��

�2�Y�H�U���W�L�P�H�����\�R�X�U���P�X�O�H���Z�L�O�O���O�H�D�U�Q���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�R�Q�·�W���G�L�H���L�I���K�H���L�V��
�Q�R�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�L�P�D�O�����:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���P�X�O�H���L�V���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H��
�E�H�L�Q�J���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G���I�R�U���D���V�K�R�U�W���W�L�P�H�����W�K�H���U�L�G�H�U�V���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���E�L�J�J�H�U��
circles. This will increase the time the mules are separated.

�%�\���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�L�]�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�U�F�O�H�V�����W�K�H���P�X�O�H�V���D�U�H���U�L�G�L�Q�J��
off alone and learning how to exist on the trail with just their 
�U�L�G�H�U���L�Q���V�P�D�O�O���V�S�X�U�W�V�����Q�R�W���D�O�O���D�W���R�Q�F�H��

�1�H�[�W�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���R�X�U���F�L�U�F�O�H�V�����R�Q�O�\���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H��
�U�L�G�H���E�D�F�N���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���R�X�U���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���U�L�G�H���E�H�K�L�Q�G���X�V��
for a split second.

Our mule is now leading the other mule. This is the same 
�D�V�� �U�L�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�I�� �E�\�� �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���� �:�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�X�L�O�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H�� �R�X�U��
�I�U�L�H�Q�G���L�V���E�H�K�L�Q�G���X�V���D�Q�G���Z�H���D�U�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J��

�1�H�[�W�����K�D�Y�H���\�R�X�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G���U�L�G�H���D�O�R�Q�J���L�Q���D���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���Z�H��
�Z�L�O�O���U�L�G�H���D�Z�D�\���L�Q���D���F�L�U�F�O�H���I�R�U���D���V�S�O�L�W���V�H�F�R�Q�G�����W�K�H�Q���U�L�G�H���E�D�F�N��

to our friend. We have now ridden our mule away from the 
group.

The key with any mule is to always give your mule cues 
when you separate or ride off alone. Be sure that you give 
your mule a chance to learn this new task of riding alone in 
spurts. There is no way I would want someone to put me in 
a scary situation and expect me to just get over it all at once. 
I would hope that the person would introduce me slowly so 
that I can understand what is expected of me.

�7�R���K�H�O�S���\�R�X�U���P�X�O�H���D�O�R�Q�J�����\�R�X���V�K�R�X�O�G���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\���E�H���J�L�Y�L�Q�J��
your mule cues when he is away from the group. Turn right 
�W�K�U�H�H�� �V�W�H�S�V���� �Z�D�O�N�� �V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�� �R�Q�H�� �V�W�H�S���� �W�X�U�Q�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �V�W�H�S�V����
�P�R�Y�H�� �\�R�X�U�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�H�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �V�W�H�S�V���� �G�L�V�H�Q�J�D�J�H�� �W�K�H��
�K�L�Q�G���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���W�Z�R���V�W�H�S�V���W�R���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�����W�K�H�Q���Z�D�O�N���R�I�I���L�Q���D���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W��
line. This gives your mule something to focus on other than 
�´�2�K���P�\�«���,���D�P���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���µ

�%�\���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���W�K�H���P�X�O�H���K�D�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R���D�O�O���W�K�H�V�H���F�X�H�V�����K�H��
�À�Q�G�V���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���U�L�J�K�W���E�H�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���P�X�O�H����

How can we teach our mule to ride alone if we have no 
riding partner?  We will use the same procedure. Constantly 
ask your mule to respond to your cue as we ride away from 
�W�K�H���E�D�U�Q�����W�K�H�Q���U�L�G�H���E�D�F�N���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���E�D�U�Q�����%�X�W���R�Q�O�\���U�L�G�H���D�V��
�I�D�U���D�V���\�R�X�U���P�X�O�H���L�V���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���Z�L�W�K�����7�K�H�Q���J�U�D�G�X�D�O�O�\��
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���D�Z�D�\���L�Q���V�P�D�O�O���L�Q�F�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����E�H�L�Q�J���V�X�U�H���\�R�X��
do not go so far that your mule over-reacts.

�5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�����D�Q�\���O�H�V�V�R�Q���F�D�Q���E�H���W�D�X�J�K�W���L�Q���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V����
As long as we give a cue to the mule and the mule responds 
�F�R�U�U�H�F�W�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���F�X�H�����Z�H���F�D�Q���V�W�R�S���W�K�H���O�H�V�V�R�Q��

�$�� �W�U�D�L�O�� �U�L�G�H�� �L�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �H�Q�M�R�\�D�E�O�H�� �L�I�� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�� �U�L�G�L�Q�J�� �D��
�P�X�O�H���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���J�R���D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���J�R���� �R�U���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���X�V��
on a nice trail ride alone. Be sure to practice these exercises 
�D�Q�G�� �\�R�X�U�� �P�X�O�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �U�L�G�L�Q�J�� �D�O�R�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �Q�R�� �W�L�P�H���� �+�D�S�S�\��
trail riding!

You can reach Tim Doud at www.diamondcreekmules.com 
by phone at 307-899-1089 or by email at bliss@wavecom.
net. You can also “like” Tim Doud on Facebook. Tim’s past 
training articles can be found on his web site.

Can you ride your mule alone or in front of a group of 
riders?

Most mules are most comfortable following another 
animal down the trail


